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Peach Mania Festival
by Sybelle V.

On Saturday, August 13, we will be
going to Apple AnnieÕs in Willcox to
pick peaches. WeÕll go early in the
morning to beat the heat. And also
for the all you can eat pancake and
peaches breakfast, from 6:30Ð10:30
am. in the orchard. The festival
runs until 5:30 pm that day and
there will be hayrides, peach pie,
peach ice cream and picking of
asian pears, apples and peaches.
There is also a small country store
where other products can be pur-
chased.

To get to Apple AnnieÕs take
I-10 east to the Willcox exit # 340,
go west on Grant Rd. 5.5 miles and
then follow the apple signs. For
more inf o see their website:
http://www .appleannies.com. 

IÕdlike to invite anyone to stop
at our house in Benson on the way
back. Bring a lunch in a cooler, or
buy something in Benson and come
sit on the porch (or inside in A/C
coolness). The kids could bring a
swimsuit and play in the (small)
pool for a while. For more info and
directions and to let me know what
time youÕd like to come, call or
email me.

Mother and Daughter
Outing
by Celeste and Melissa W.

We will meet at Funtasticks Fun
Park, 221 East Wetmore Rd. Across
from the Tucson Mall on the 8th of
August at 6pm. IÕll be checking on
group rates, but since we will have
to be 10 people or more to get the
discount, I would suggest bringing
the coupons from the back of your
Yellow Pages or print some off
of the Funtasticks web page:

http://www .funt asticks.com/
tucson/specials .html

Please contact us to RSVP by
the 7th of August.

LadiesÕ Outing
by Celeste W.

Since lunch has been working out
the best for many of us right now
we will be meeting for lunch again.
This time we will meet at GuilinÕs
Chinese Restaurant, 3250 E. Speed-
way, on the 27th of August At 12
noon. I will bring along the print-
outs of movie listings and events
around town as I usually do just in
case we end up being out longer
and want to go another place after
lunch.

Please contact me to RSVPby
the 26th of August.

Rocks and Ropes
by Sybelle V.

Tuesdays is family day at Rocks and
Ropes climbing gym. IÕd like to go
there with a group on Tuesday,
August 23rd at 3 pm. It will still be
hot and it might be nice to have an
indoor activity together. Even
young children can climb safely.

Rocks and Ropes is located at
330 S. Toole Ave, Ste. 400. For direc-
tions and more inf o on the gym go
to http://www .rocksandropes.com
The price on Tuesdays is $10 for a
family, plus $6 for equipment rental
per person. If you have not been
instructed to belay, it is $10 for the
(one time) instruction.

SE park day
by Shauna C.

For August, weÕre continuing with
the informal, weekly SE parkday on
Thursdays at 10am. Everyone is
welcome to come by and play,
socialize, sweat a lot...the usual.
The location is still the Purple
Heart Park off of Rita Ranch Road,
andt we will still be meeting at the
playground with swings due to a
desire for more shade. The parking
lot for this is directly off of Rita
Ranch Road, in between E Esmond
Loop and E. Rees Loop. The play-
ground is right next to the parking
lot. At the moment, attendance is
still low due to the heat, so past
10:30 am we will usually head home
if no one has RSVPÕd or shown up..

We hope to continue this park-
day thr ough the end of September,
when we can re-evaluate to see if
there is enough interest to continue.
Pleasecontact ShaunaC. if you are
inter ested in attending now or in
the near future.
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Game Day
by Sybelle V

Parents and children come play
board and card games on Friday,
August 26th, from 1Ð4 pm. We will
be at St.Francis in the Foothills on
the NW corner of River and Swan,
in room 50.

Bring a favorite game, a snack
and a drink. You can come right at
1 pm or later.

For info call or email me.

Grand Canyon 
GirlsÕ Club
¥ Saturday, August 13th
¥ 3Ð5:00 pm at 5317 East 6th Street

The Grand Canyon Girls Club is
a fun Club for girls ages 6Ð12,
younger with prior permission. Be
sure to join us the second saturday
of every month for great fun and
great friends.

For more info, email or call
Emily.

Snowy
by Bibi V.

We have a new kitten. Her
name is Snowy. She is white
and gray. She is a siamese kit-
ten. She likes to play and to eat
my food. And she purs a lot. We
got her because our other cat,
Jinx, ran away and his sister,
Little Lady, was lonely. When
I got home from my trip my
daddy had got the little kitten.
It was a surprise. IÕm making a
little house for Snowy. She likes
to sleep in my room.

California
by Bibi V.

I went to California and I went
camping with my mom. There
were a lot of ßies and they bit
me. With the airmattress in the
tent, the tent looked pregnant.
But there was a hole in the mat-
tress, so we had to get two
airbeds that you ßoat on in the
pool. And we used a solar show-
er. We went to the beach and I
went boogie boarding and body
surÞng. It was really foggy. We
were camping up on a hill on
some peopleÕs property. They
had 11 horses and some of them
were mini horses. And they had
emus,parrots, guinea pigs, chin-
cillaÕs with a baby, sugargliders,
hedgehogs, 3 poodles and a very
loud kitty.

Young Authors’ Corner

Please submit your childÕs creationsÑ
poems, recipes, artworkÑin digital form
only, to sdhnewsletter@yahoo.com, 
no later than the 25th of each month. 

Art in the Park
by Erin S.

DonÕt have time for art projects at
home, or donÕt want to clean up the
messesthey can make? Plan on
doing Art in the Park! Three Art in
the Parkevents are planned for park
days before the SDH Talent and
Art Show on September 24th. Each
event will feature a different art
project and everyone is encouraged
to participate . We will start prompt-
ly at 11:30 am. and project help and
supplies will remain available until
12:30pm.

August 30 Watercolors
September 13 Mobiles
September 20 Altered Art

Please bring supplies you
are willing to share. If you donÕt
have any, donÕt worryÑthere will
be plenty for those who want to
participate .

Questions? Contact Erin S. or
Jennifer H.

SDH Talent and 
Art Show
by Erin S.

SDH will present its second annual
talent show on September 24, 2005.
This year as part of the talent show
we will also be organizing an art
show featuring works by SDH chil-
dren. Plan Ahead! If you already
have a great summer project to
enter in the art show you can give it
to Jen Higgins or Erin Shott. We will
carefully label and store the pieces
until the art show. If you donÕt have
anything for the art show, consider
working on your favorite talent
during the summer months.

Time and location will be
announced in a future newsletter.
If you have any questions please
contact Kim B. or Erin S.

Need Inspiration?
Visit the SDH web page for great resources 
on creating art with your children. 
http://www .hozho.homestead.com/ArtShow .html 

Save
those great
summer
projects
for the
art show!
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SDH Music Recital
There is plenty of time to prepare
for our Winter Recital on Thurs.,
December 1st, 1pm at the PRIME
School. Call Victoria M. with ques-
tions or suggestions.

UApresents: 
a second group
by Alica M.

If you are new to SDH or missed
the Þrst sign-up here is the infor-
mation for the Student Matinees for
the 2005-2006 season

The 5 Browns
Thursday, October 27 at 10:30 am

Hubbard Street Dance Company
Tuesday, November 22 at 10:30 am

Garth Fagan
Thursday, January 26 at 10:30 am

The Romero Quartet Friday
Friday, February 3 at 10:30 am

Spanish Harlem Orchestra
Tuesday, March 14 10:30 am

Ballet Folklorico
“Quetzalli” de Veracruz
Tuesday, April 18 at 10:30 am

All shows are at Centennial
Hall on the U of A campus. We will
meet there at 9:45 am. Due to pop-
ularity of the shows, please only
one adult per f amilyÑif this is a
problem let me know. Seats are $5
each, I will need to know what
shows you want to see and the
number of adults and children for
each show. For payment make a
check out to The University of Ari-
zona, and Þnd me at park or you
can mail it to me Alica McKenna-
Johnson 2632 N Stone #7

Tucson AZ 85705. The deadline
is September 20th. This will be the
last opportunity to sign up with me
this season. You must be or plan to
be an SDH member to sign up with
me. All announcements regarding
the UApresents will be made at
park, online, and in the newsletter.
If you have any questions you can
email or call me or Þnd me at park
ÑI hav e long red hair. 

We thought it would be helpful to
offer a space in the newsletter where
we regularly let you all know (to the
best of our ability) whatÕs going on
musically in town for families.
If any of you hear of activities or
concerts worth including, please let
Victoria M. or the newsletter editor
know. Thanks so much.

Preschool Music Group
by Victoria M.

For six week starting Tuesday, Sep-
tember 20th I will be giving a music
class for preschoolers. Come sing!
Come dance! Make your own
instruments. Learn basic music
notation fundamentals. Find fun
ways to bring music into your
everyday life with your little ones.

We will meet at the Armory
Park Senior CitizenÕs Center across
the street from the ChildrenÕs
Museum on S. 6th Ave., Tuesdays
from 3:30pm to 4:15/30. The
price is $25 for the session which
includes a fee for materials. Call
Victoria M. if you would like to
sign up.

Open Mic
Every second Saturday of the
month, the PRIME School on
Broadway across the street from
El Con Mall has community days.
Enjoy a musical outing there
with the children.

Music Box

Field Tripping
by Bronwyn D.

I am organizing monthly Þeld trips
for my boys and another SDH
homeschooling friend for this
upcoming school year, which weÕd
like to open up to anyone else inter-
ested. Our children are all very
young (1Ð5), so we are mostly in
exploration stages nowÑchecking
out anything that catches our inter-
est. The following list represents
some fun things that go on in the
world that weÕd like to learn about:

September: Stuffingt on Bear
Factory
October: Arizona Auto & Bike:
Bonehead Choppers
November: Village Blacksmith
December: PotterÕs studio
January: Tucson Wildlife Center
February: Cerreta Candy Company
March: DAWN Southwest
April: Tortilla Factory
May: violin maker

Exact times and dates will be
decided when we know how many
people are inter ested in each one.
Most of them are in the general
Tucson vicinity (except the Stuffing-
ton Bear Factory & Cerreta Candy,
both located in Glendale). Please
email me if you are interested in
any of the above Þeld trips. We look
forward to seeing new (for us) faces!
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The Arizona Monsoon
http://www .weatherpix.com/Ariz ona.htm
Photographs by Gene Rhoden

Lightning: The Shocking Story
from National Geographic Kids
http://www .nationalgeographic.com/lightning

Daisy Girl Scout Troop
by Lisa C.

Do you have a daughter born
between October 1, 1999 and Octo-
ber 1, 2000? Is she interested in
Þnding out about Daisy Girl Scouts?
If so, please join my daughter and
me for an informational meeting to
learn about Daisy Girl Scouts and
our brand new troop, Daisy Troop
#9944.A short activity and snack
will be provided for the girls.

Who: Parents and interested girls
When: Tuesday, September 27, 2005
Time: 3:30Ð4:30pm
Where: St. Francis, room#50,

NW corner of Swan and River

To Þnd out more about Girl
Scouts in general, please check out
these websites:
http://www .girlscouts.org
http://www .sahuarogsc.org

PleaseRSVPto me by Septem-
ber 15th.

If I do not receive at least two
RSVPs, then the event will be can-
celed.

If you are unable to attend, but
are inter ested in the troop, please
e-mail me. Parents must have
access to e-mail, as that will be my
only means of communication out-
side of troop meetings.

This MonthÕs Featured Web Sites by Debbie G.

Also visit the SDH Featured Web Site page at
http://www .hozho.homestead.com/ThisMonthsF eaturedSites.html
and check out past collections at
http://www .hozho.homestead.com/F eaturedSitesArchive.html

Virtual Keyboard
http://www .bgß.org/bgß /cust om/r esources_ftp/client_ftp/ks2/music/piano

Several families and I have put
together what we hope will be the
Þrst of many SDH campouts. The
Þrst campout is scheduled for
August 19th through August 21st at
PeppersauceCampground. Caving
trips will be led through Pepper-
sauce, and nearby caves by Ed Cole-
man. Ed is very active in the caving
community and has led numerous
caving trips for the boyscouts.
These caves would be classiÞed as
beginner caves and are well suited
for school-agedchildr en. Other
activities available in the area are
hiking, rockhounding, birdwatch-
ing, and all the typical camping fun.

Campground description:
Located along the Control Road up
Mt. LemmonÕs north slope, Pepper-
sauce Campground is tucked away
in a shallow, tree-Þlled canyon cut
by PeppersauceCreek through
rolling foothills covered with grass,
oaks and yucca. Campsites at Pep-
persauce are spread throughout a
creek side oasis where several
gnarly Arizona sycamores and large
walnut trees provide shade in sum-

mer and a slash of color in autumn.
(This description was found at
http://www .wildernet.com )

Directions: from Tucson:Travel
north on Oracle Road (US 89). Con-
tinue for 27 miles to State Highway
77. Turn right (east) and drive 10
miles to the town of Oracle. Take
the Þrst Oracle exit and travel 4
miles through town to Forest Road
38. Follow FR 38 to Peppersauce
Canyon.

This is a primitive campground
with pit pots and no potable water.
Picnic areas and Þre rings are avail-
able. Pets must be leashed at all
times. RVs and trailers are not rec-
ommended. $35 to reserve entire
site for group of up to 70. I will be
reserving the site and the cost can
be split per family. For families
interested in participating in group
meals, please contact Laura Cole-
man. Arrive anytime around lunch
Friday and leave whenever you
want. To RSVP, or if you need fur-
ther information please contact
Laura or Ed C.

SDH Campout at Peppersauce Campground
by Laura C.

Astrophoto Gallery
from Dark Sky Images
http://www .darkskyimages.com/gallery.html

A Slice of Bisbee
from Nancy Weaver
http://www .sliceobisbee.com/inde x.html
Photographs, stories, history, visitor information
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SDH Monthly Parent opportunities

Every month of the year, SDH has
opportunities for parents to meet,
talk and get to know each other
better.

Mom’s Coffee Night
Currently MomÕs Coffee Night is
held on the last Wednesday of every
month at Something Sweet located
at 5319 E. Speedway. ThatÕs at the
NE corner of Speedway and Beverly
(the Office Depot store is on the
intersectionÕs NW corner and Live
Theater Workshop is in the same
plaza). We get together at 7:30 pm
but donÕt worry if you canÕt make at
7:30Ñmany of us stay until mid-
night! We chat, laugh, and generally
have a great time. It is a great way
to get to know others better and
there is always a mix of parents of
younger or older children so you
can ask lots of questions. Contact
Kim B. if youÕdlik e more informa-
tion.

Men’s Coffee Night
MenÕs Coffee Night is the Þrst
Wednesday of each month. This
is an opportunity for fathers to
discusshomeschooling issues, as
well as other topics. Please join us
at Borders on Oracle, for coffee, tea,
good company and conversation.
This casual meeting starts around
7:30 pm. contact Jeff O. for more
information.

Parents’ Book Discussion
Group
A ParentÕs Book Discussion is held
the 3rd Thursday of each month at
Something Sweet, 5319 E. Speedway
at 7:00 pm. Questions? Contact
Erin S.

¥ August 18: Living History
by Hillary Rodham Clinton

¥ September 15: Blink: The Power
of Thinking Without Thinking
by Malcolm Gladwell

¥ October 20:Pride and Prejudice
by Jane Austen

¥ November 17: Wicked
by Gregory Maguire

¥ December 15: The Glass Castle
by Jeannette Walls

¥ January 19: The Turn of the
Screw by Henry Jamesand Dr.
Jekyland Mr. Hyde by Robert
Louis Stevenson

¥ February 16: Educationof a
WanderingMan by Louis
LÕAmour

¥ March 16: Secret Life of Bees
by Sue Monk Kidd

Note: Each of the above books
is in high demand at the library.
If you plan to get a selection from
the libr ary you may want to put
an early hold on it.

Got News?
by Jackie S.

Or an idea for a Þeld trip or other
potential activity? There are three
ways to get your message out there
to SDH at large:
1. Pipe up and be heard at 11:00

announcements on Tuesday
park days (beginning August 16)

2. Submit an article to the SDH
newsletter at:
sdhnewsletter@yahoo.com
(deadlines are the 25th of each
month)

3. Post it on the online SDH
discussion group:
SDH-discuss@yahoogroups.com

Be aware that not every SDH
member is on the discuss list, at
park day on any given day, or a reg-
ular reader of the newsletter.

Once you receive input from
inter ested parties, consider con-
ducting any following business via
personal emails or phone calls.

Also, practice online etiquette
(as a nice refresher, read the SDH-
Discuss-Reminder messagethat is
posted once a month) and be mind-
ful that not all subjects lend them-
selves well to online Òdiscussion.Ó

SDH Treasury Report
by Claire B.

June 25th balance $582.34
Balance July 22th = $582.34

Do you like meeting new people? 
by Eileen D.

Éand talking about Sonoran Desert Homeschoolers, and answering
questions about homeschooling? If you do, consider being a part 
of SDHÕs Newcomer Liaison Committee. Each month, committee
members take turns being available at SDH Park meetings t o greet
new people, hand out Newcomer Packets and answer questions
about SDH and homeschooling. The committee also hosts a Parent
Newcomer Welcome meeting in October. If you are interested, 
contact Heather M., Christine G., Debbie G., Sybelle V. or Eileen D.

¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥
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August
See calendar listing previous page.

SDH meets every Tuesday at 
10:30 am (beginning August 16th) 
at the playground area at Ft. Lowell
Park. 

September
SE Park Days
each Thursday (1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd,
and 29th)
10:00 am at Purple Heart Park

Men’s Coffee Night
Wednesday, September 7th
7:30 pm at Borders on Oracle

Grand Canyon Girls’ Club
Saturday, September 10th
3Ð5:00 pm at 5317 East 6th Street

Art in the Park: Mobiles
Tuesday, September 13th
11:30 after announcements at
Fort Low ell Park

Parents’ Book Discussion Group
Thursday, September 15th
7:30 pm at Something Sweet

Art in the Park: Altered Art
Tuesday, September 20th
11:30 after announcements at
Fort Low ell Park

Preschool Music Group
Tuesday, September 20th
3:30Ð4:15pm at Armory Park Senior
CitizenÕs Center on S. 6th Avenue

SDH Talent and Art Show
Saturday, September 24th 
time and location TBD

Arizona Theatre Company 
Student Matinee
Pride and Prejudice
Tuesday, September 27th
10:30 am at Temple of Music and Art

Daisy Girl Scout Troop meeting
Tuesday, September 27th
3:30Ð4:30pm at St. Francis, room 50

Moms’ Coffee Night 
Wednesday, September 28
7:30 pm at Something Sweet

Upcoming SDH Events at a Glance

Arizona Theatre Company 
Student Matinee
Pride and Prejudice
Thursday, September 29th
10:30 am at Temple of Music and Art

October
Men’s Coffee Night
Wednesday, October 5th
7:30 pm at Borders on Oracle

Grand Canyon Girls’ Club
Saturday, October 8th
3Ð5:00 pm at 5317 East 6th Street

Biography Dressup
Sunday, October 9th
time and location TBD

Parents’ Book Discussion Group
Thursday, October 20th
7:30 pm at Something Sweet

Fall Clothing Exchange
Tuesday, October 25th
after 11:00 am announcements
at Fort Low ell Park

Moms’ Coffee Night 
Wednesday, October 26th
7:30 pm at Something Sweet

UA Presents Student Matinee
The 5 Browns
Thursday, October 27th
10:30 am at Centennial Hall

Arizona Theatre Company 
Student Matinee
Bad Dates
Tuesday, November 3rd
10:30 am at Temple of Music and Art

Parents’ Book Discussion Group
Thursday, November 17th
7:30 pm at Something Sweet

UA Presents Student Matinee
Hubbard Street Dance Company 
Tuesday, November 22 at 10:30 am

Moms’ Coffee Night 
Wednesday, November 30th
7:30 pm at Something Sweet

December
Arizona Theatre Company 
Student Matinee
Hank Williams: Lost Highway
Thur sday, December 1st
10:30 am at Temple of Music and Art

Fall Music Recital
Thur sday, December 1st
1:00 pm at PRIME Music

November
Halloween Party
Tuesday, November 1st
after 11:00 am announcements 
at Fort Lowell Park
Contact: Tara O.

Men’s Coffee Night
Wednesday, November 2nd
7:30 pm at Borders on Oracle

Achievement Day
Tuesday, December 6th 
after 11:00 am announcements 
at Fort Lowell Park
Contact: Heather H.

Men’s Coffee Night
Wednesday, December 7th
7:30 pm at Borders on Oracle

Parents’ Book Discussion Group
Thursday, December 15th
7:30 pm at Something Sweet

Moms’ Coffee Night 
Wednesday, December 28th
7:30 pm at Something Sweet
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About SDH
SDH is a home education network
serving homeschoolers throughout
Tucson and Southern Arizona.
¥ SDH was founded in January

1999.
¥ Over the years, an average of

95 families are SDH members,
with children from infants
through teenagers.

¥ SDH meets on Tuesdays at Fort
Lowell Park, from mid-August
through mid-May at 10:30 am.
Group announcements begin
at 11:00 am.

Sonoran Desert Homeschoolers FAQs

What are the benefits
of joining?
Every month, the Sonoran Desert
Homeschoolers newsletter, Inside
SDH, will be sent to you either elec-
tronically or by mail.
¥ Get the SDH membership roster,

plus regular updates.
¥ Participate in SDH-discuss, an

e-mail list restricted to current
members of SDH.

¥ Participate in and help organize
SDH group activities for your chil-
dren and children of all ages.

What does it cost?
$10 per year (after January, the fee
is reduced to $5 for the remainder
of the yearÑSDH years run August
through July)

How do I join SDH?
To join, come to the Tuesday park
meetingÑyou can submit the form
below plus the fee to a newcomer
committee member in a yellow
SDH t-shirt or to Treasurer Claire
Buffton.

More questions?
Send to: sdhtucson@yahoo.com

To join SDH, submit this form and $10 cash ($5 after January 1st) to either a Newcomer Committee
member in a yellow SDH t-shirt or the SDH treasurer, Claire B.

Parents’ Name(s)

Address

City, State, Zip Phone Number

e-mail address

If you provide an e-mail address, your newsletter, Inside SDH, will be delivered via e-mail. 
Please check the box if you wish to have your e-mail listed for contact purposes but wish to receive 
a printed, snail-mailed newsletter.

Child(ren)’s Name(s) and Birthdate(s) (mm/yy)
If provided, this information will be included on the SDH roster. The roster is available only to SDH
members and is never sold or used for any solicitation purposes.

Every attempt is made to record payment and personal information correctly. If you provided an e-mail
address, you will receive an invitation to join the online discussion list and newsletter group. If you did
not pr ovide an e-mail address, you will r eceive the next published newsletter by mail. If you have any
questions regarding your membership, please see the treasurer.

Fall Membership deadline is October 11, 2005. Memberships will be accepted after this datebut will not
be included in the fall roster. Current memberships not renewed by this deadline will be removed from
the roster and all SDH e-mail lists.
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© Jim Almstrom

Sonoran Desert Homeschoolers is an open, not-for-proÞt home education network,
providing social and creative outlets for homeschooling families. We are not devoted to any
one homeschooling approach, political platform, religious outlook, or philosophical ideal.
Our homeschooling community supports all families, regardless of their personal lifestyle
or educational choices in the area of home education. Our motto is Ò hozho,Ó a Navajo word
meaning ÒharmonyÓ or Òwalking in beauty or friendship.Ó

      


