
Winter Event ~~ Ornament Making and Tree Decorating 

by Ann V.                                                
Reid Park Annual Zoo Light Festival 
will begin in December. SDH has a 
tree to decorate. We will need  
ornaments and decorations. So... 
meet us for an ORNAMENT PARTY 
on Tuesday, November 16th after 
announcements. I will have        
supplies, but feel free to bring 

your own stuff (no glass or hooks 
permitted).                                     
On Wednesday, December 1st at 
10:30 a.m. we will meet at the Reid 
Park Zoo to decorate our tree. We 
will want to have some kind of banner 
that identifies our group as Sonoran 
Desert Homeschoolers. Any          
suggestions? Start saving those pine 

cones, beads, and string and meet us 
for a fun day of ornament making.  

Ann (that is me) would love to have 
some little Ann Helpers. I can be 
reached via email. 
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by Victoria M.                             
The next music recital is            
December 2nd, 3 p.m. at Washburn 
Piano. Washburn Piano generously 
offers us the use of their facili-
ties, including a fine piano, a large 
stage and plenty of seating, all 
free of charge. Please come, as a 
performer or a listener, and 
spread the word. These bi-annual 

Music Recitals 

recitals are not just for SDH     
members, but for any homeschooler 
who would like to participate.                                           
I hope to continue offering these 
recitals the first Thursday of      
December and May at 3 p.m.  

If your child would like to perform, 
please call me so I can add their 
name to the program. I am usually 
not at Tuesday park day.                          

We would very much appreciate a 
good audience. Please come and     
support our young musicians as they 
put in a great deal of practice and 
love to share the fruits of their    
labor.                                       

Washburn Piano is located at 5725 E. 
Broadway, just east of Craycroft. 
Please park in the rear of the     
building.                                                   

Homeschool Science Fair 

by Laura C.                                                          
There will be an informational    
meeting in the meeting room at 
Bookman’s on Grant Rd. November 
16th from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Please 
come and learn about the Pima 
County Home Educators Science 
Fair and SARSEF (Southern             
Arizona Regional Science and                

Engineering Fair). A SARSEF                       
representative and past participants 
will speak. A photo album and some 
exhibits from past fairs will be on 
display. There will also be informa-
tion on Fun Fest, an event with           
hundreds of exhibits exposing             
children to the world of math,              
science, and technology. All children 

who attend the informational               
meeting will receive a free air rocket 
pattern. The Pima County Home          
Educators Science Fair will take 
place at the Main Library on                    
Saturday, February 12th at 10 a.m.                 
Please contact me for more                      
information.                                                     

http://www.tucsonhomeschoolers.org
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Multicultural Festival 

by Alica M.                                                          
I am putting together a bulk      
subscription for Life Learning 
Magazine. You will receive six issues 
a year at $12 per person. I need 
five people per group and I am             
willing to order for more than one 
group. I have copies of the                 
magazine. To sign up by November 
9th see me at park, call or email. 

by Kim B. and Brandye F.                                     
Start planning ahead for the            
Multicultural Festival! The actual 
event will not take place until March, 
but we want to get started planning. 
A planning meeting will take place on 
Tuesday, November 9th at park,  
after announcements. We want to 
give  people plenty of time to organ-
ize activities and also to arrange 
their studies to include a particular      
culture.                                          

The Multicultural Festival hopes to 
be a fun event for everyone in SDH. 

You can share your own heritage or 
pick one that particularly fascinates 
you or your children. Be creative! Be 
diverse! There are so many coun-
tries to choose from--it would be 
fun to have as many as possible.      

If you have any questions or would 
like to help, contact Brandye F. or 
Kim B. 

 Arizona Centennial 

by Debbie G.                                                    
The Arizona Centennial is coming 
right up (actually it is in 2012), and 
historians and archivists around the 
state are already planning for the 
celebration. I attended a           
conference this summer that gave 
me an idea for our group. One of 
the speakers at the conference was 
involved in a similar celebration in 
California. What they learned in 
California was that the best       
received effort was a project that 
collected and presented              

oral histories.                                          

So here is my idea: SDH creates an 
oral history project based on the 
theme "How did you or your family 
come to live in Southern Arizona?"    

I will be holding a meeting at Wilmot 
Library on Monday, November 29th, 
from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. to discuss 
ways for children to collect and   
present these stories. If this takes 
off, it would be a terrific addition to 
the Centennial celebration in 2012. 
Plus, the question ties in nicely with 

this year's National History Day 
theme, Communication in History: 
Key to Understanding.                               

If you have questions about this 
project, please contact me. 

Spelling Bee 

by Bridget W.                                   
The City-wide Homeschool Spelling 
Bee will take place January 10, 
2005, 10:00 a.m. at the Main       
Library Meeting Room on the lower 
level.                                                             

The spelling bee will begin with a 
practice round to give everyone an 
opportunity to familiarize               

themselves with the format, the  
microphone (if one is available) and  
the announcer. The first round will 
begin with easy words, each round 
being progressively more difficult.  
The Pima County Spelling Bee will 
take place on Saturday February 12, 
2005 at 1:00 at Crowder Hall on the 
UA campus.                                                   

The Scripps National Spelling Bee 
web site has information, rules, 
news, study tips and more.                             

Please contact me if you have any 
questions or would like to help. 
 

Life Learning Magazine  

 

http://www.lifelearningmagazine.com
http://www.lifelearningmagazine.com
http://www.spellingbee.com
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On October 15th, a crowd of 34 
learned about recycling in Tucson at 
the Recycle America plant. Do you 
know the number one contaminate of 
recycled materials in Tucson? Plastic 
shopping bags!                                
Our November canoe/camping trip 
has been cancelled. Hopefully, it will 
be resurrected in the future.             
Our next meeting will be held on         
November 5th from 10 a.m. to noon. 
We will meet in Bookman’s community 
room on Grant and Campbell. We will 
prepare a package to send to our new 
partner group in Mumbwa, Zambia. 
Partnerships in  Understanding is a 
correspondence program that pairs 
Roots & Shoots groups from around 
the world. By sharing information 
and ideas, young people have the op-

portunity to celebrate their own 
cultures and learn about others. I’d 
like each family to find out some-
thing about the country of Zambia 
to share with the group. Then, we 
will write letters to send. It would 
be great if everyone could also 
bring a family photo to include with 
our letters. I also invite you to 
bring a small item (stamp, postcard,      
newspaper clipping) to send with our 
package, something that will share a 
bit about our country, state, or city 
with the Eclipse Kaindu Youth Group 
in Zambia. We will meet again Fri-
day, November 19th. Time and place 
to be announced. 

Roots and Shoots 

by Hilary L.                                            
The date of the Hohokam workshop 
at Saguaro Park West has been 
changed to Monday, November 1st 
at 9:30 a.m. Unfortunately, the                
government will not pay for the 
park ranger to work on a holiday. I 
apologize for any inconvenience and 
hope everyone that signed up will 

still be able to attend. In addition, 
there will be a pre-workshop that 
includes a slide show presentation 
and discussion about the National 
Park system, plants and animals of 
the Sonoran Desert and how kids  
can get involved. To fully prepare  
for the field trip, you are strongly                         
encouraged to attend the            

     
pre-workshop. The pre-workshop is 
Thursday, October 28th from 3 to 
4 p.m. at Woods Library on 1st      
Avenue. If you have any questions, 
have signed up but are now unable 
to attend, or have not yet signed up 
but would like to attend please call 
or email me. 

Saguaro Park West Field Trip 

by Heather M.                                                         
Roots & Shoots is the Jane Goodall 
Institute’s international              
environmental and  humanitarian 
program for young people. Our club 
sponsors activities, field trips, and 
service projects regarding care and 
concern for the environment, for 
people and for animals.                             
We meet the 1st, 3rd and 5th Fri-
day’s of the month, from 10 a.m. to 
noon. Any member of SDH is      
welcome to join us. To join, get on 
our email list, or ask questions,    
contact Heather M.                                             
Our October 2nd campout was 
changed to a day hike at Rose             
Canyon Lake. It was a beautiful day 
for hiking. Renee and I wished more 
of you had been able to join us.        

by Riley S.                                                                 
September 29th to October 3rd  
we went to the NADAC Champion-
ships. The NADAC Championships 
were in Castle Rock, Colorado.                
NADAC stands for North American 
Dog Agility Council. Agility is a 
sport where a dog and handler run a 
course. The handler gives the dog 

NADAC Championships 

commands to go over obstacles. My 
dog’s names are TinkerBelle and 
Dancer. They both ran at the    
Championships. Tinkerbelle is a 
Miniature Schnauzer and is twelve. 
Dancer is an Australian Shepard and 
is ten. The courses we ran were 
twenty to thirty obstacles. I won 
huge trophy and a lot of ribbons. 

By Sharon A.                                                  
Scholastic book catalogs and order 
forms are available from me at the 
park. Make checks payable to       
Scholastic and return them to me 
by November 9th.  

Scholastic Book Orders 

http://www.rootsandshoots.org
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Peking Acrobats and Cirque Eloize 

By the Hand of the Father 

by Alica M.                                                                          
Tuesday, November 16th is the 
next UApresents student matinee - 
By the Hand of the Father. The 
show starts at 10 a.m., so please be 
there by 9:15 a.m. Allow time for               
university parking. We go in as a 
group, and they prefer everyone be 
there before we are seated. Please 
be on time. If you have any                   
questions please contact me or find 
me at park- I have long red hair.  

by Emily B.                                                                           
Our family would like to invite      
interested teens to our house      
November 13th at 2 p.m. to discuss 
forming a teen activity group.      
Parents and anyone 13 and older are        
welcome. The afternoon will include 
discussion, board games, and       
refreshments.                                
Possible group activities could         
include hiking, miniature golf,     
bowling, movies, games, or any ideas 
you might bring.                           
For information and directions call 
or email Guy or Diann B.  

by Eileen D.                                      
Athletes in Training (AIT) offers 
SDH P.E. classes on Tuesdays, from 
9:15 to 10:15 a.m. at Ft. Lowell park. 
The program is for ages 5 and up and 
the cost is $15 per month for one 
child with discounts for additional             
children. Discounts are also given for 
paying in annual or quarterly               
payments. Typically a new sport is 
started each month, so you can start 
class any month you choose. Or, you 
may participate all year. These 
classes run from September to May 
each year.  

Teen Activity Group 

I need to know which show you want 
to  attend, how many people there 
will be and which section you want 
to sit in. The prices for both shows 
are: A-$24,  B-$20,  C-$15 and                    
D-$12.50.                                                      
I have been told that the Peking 
Acrobats has seats left in the            
balcony, but I am willing to try and 

SDH P.E. Classes 

Inside SDH 

get seats anywhere. Checks need to 
be made out to me and I need the 
money by November 9th. Contact me 
at the park or email me. 

by Alica M.                                                       
I am organizing groups to go to                
Peking Acrobats February 1st at 
7:30 p.m. and Cirque Eloize             
February 13th at 2:00 p.m. If we 
get ten people or more we receive a                   
discount. To find out about the 
shows, I have the UApresents  
catalog with me.                                            

Children’s Book Discussion Groups 

by Erin Sh. and Heidi H.                                
Children’s reading group discussions 
are at 10:30 the first Park Day of 
each month. The groups are ability 
rather than age based. Select the 
group that best fits the child’s 
reading ability. Parents are also  
welcome to use a selection as a  
read-aloud so the child is able to 
participate in the discussions.                                     

 

November 2 
Group 1: Cat and Dog by Else                         
Holmelund Minarik  
Group 2: The Littles and the Great 
Halloween Scare by John Peterson 
Group 3: The Wheel on the School 
by Meindert De Jong 

December 7                                                           
Group 1: Henry and Mudge and the 
Long Weekend by Cynthia Rylant                                                 
Group 2: Harry Kitten, Tucker 

Mouse by George Seldon  
Group 3: Owls in the Family by Farley 
Mowat 

January 4                                     
Group 1: Young Cam Jensen and the 
Zoo Note Mystery by David Adler 
Group 2: Mystery in the Sand by 
Gertrude Chandler Warner          
Group 3: Sword of the Samurai:   
Adventure Stories from Japan by 
Eric Kimmel 

http://www.uapresents.org
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National History Day 

by Debbie G.                                 
National History Day has grown 
from a local contest in Cleveland, 
Ohio in 1975 into a competition that 
involves over 700,000 students  
nationwide. NHD promotes the 
study of history through workshops, 
seminars, internships, and                 
competitions. Laurie Devine is     
Arizona’s NHD coordinator, and she 
is working with Susan E.  to          
promote National History Day in 
Pima County. The national          
competition is open to 6th – 12th 
graders, but Arizona has developed 
a separate poster category for 4th 
and 5th graders to compete in the 
state contest. Students create   
entries around that year’s theme- 
the 2005 National History Day 
theme is Communication in History: 
Key to Understanding.                                                                                                                                                              

Laurie Devine, an Arizona state  
archivist, has developed an Arizona 
state supplement to help students 
understand NHD. It includes            
information on how to select a 
topic, where to find resource          
materials, and how to prepare for 
competition. . 

NHD competition categories include 
documentaries, exhibits, historical 
papers, performances, and web sites 
(web sites are eligible only for the 
Arizona competition – this category 
will be open nationally in 2006). 

Students in Pima County are               
fortunate to have mentors prepared 
to work with them to develop their 
NHD entries. These mentors will 
provide guidance and support to NHD 
participants, and will work with the 
students to ensure that they are 
well prepared for competition. 

There are also funding opportunities 
available to students who are                 
concerned about the expense                 
involved in creating an NHD entry. 
Additional expenses that a student 
or group of students cannot meet 
may be funded--examples are money 
to build sets or create costumes, or 
incidental travel expenses. If you 
are interested in receiving funding 
and have a sensible and well-thought-
out plan for a project, please contact 
Susan E. for more information. 

Competition is open to both             
individual students and to groups of 
up to three students. 

Special awards are given in the             
Arizona competition in addition to 
the competition awards.  

Fourth- and fifth-grade students 
competing in the special state 
poster category must prepare             
posters relating to the competitions  
annual theme and Arizona history 
(4th grade), or to the annual theme 
and U.S. history (encouraged but 
not required for 5th grade). 

Complete details about National 
History Day can be found at both 
the main NHD web site, and at the 
Arizona National History Day web 
site. 

Susan E. is the local NHD coordina-
tor working with educators and stu-
dents throughout Pima County, and 
Debbie G. is the local NHD 
homeschool liaison. If you have 
questions or need more information, 
please contact either of them.                       

October Treasurer’s Report 

by Teresa B. 

Balance September 25        $861.83  
Income ..................................+ $230.00  
Pay Outs ...............................-  $ 55.76  
                                                       
Balance October 24          $1036.07  
 

by Isabella L.                                    
I am a 13 year old homeschooled girl 
on the East side looking for         
babysitting jobs. I have had lots of 
experience with babies and small 
children, and I have taken care of my 
little brother a lot.                            

I am available most days except for 
Wednesday, Thursday night, and 

Saturday morning. Contact             
me by phone or see me at a park      
meeting.  

Babysitting 

http://nhdarizona.org/2005%20Theme%20Supplement%20v2.doc
http://nhdarizona.org/2005%20Theme%20Supplement%20v2.doc
http://www.nationalhistoryday.org
http://www.nhdarizona.org
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Understanding Arizona Homeschooling Requirements 

tendent of their intent to 
homeschool, and that is the last con-
tact that a homeschooling family 
needs to have with officialdom. 
There are no reports to file; no 
tests to take; no portfolios to             
review. And there is no one to            
answer to. The homeschooling parent 
has assumed the responsibility for 
the education of that child, and 
there is no official oversight to make 
sure that it is being done a certain 
way, on a certain schedule. 

The state does require that parents 
provide instruction in reading, gram-
mar, mathematics, social studies and 
science, but there are no directives 
on how those subjects should be 
taught, when they should be taught, 
or how much time needs to be spent 
on those subjects. All of this is up to 
the parent. Arizona law is very good 
at recognizing that parents generally 
act in the best interests of their 
children, and that they should be 
trusted to make the best educational 
decisions for their children. 

The concept of parental                 
responsibility can be difficult for 
non-homeschoolers to grasp. Many 
institutions in the United States  
encourage the idea that people need           
guidance, public schools being one 
example. People who question the 
ability of parents to homeschool 
their children are often operating 
from this premise: that guidance is 
necessary, and that decisions should 
be left to experts. What is over-
looked is that parents are experts in 
relation to their own children. They 
are the "first responders," the      
people who know their children  
thoroughly, who are in a position to 

recognize their children’s needs, 
and who can be trusted to provide 
for those needs. 

Arizona recognizes the  responsibil-
ity that homeschooling parents have 
accepted. No further requirements 
are placed on homeschooling        
parents. No one needs to review the 
child’s progress, no one needs to 
check records that are kept (there 
are no record keeping requirements 
for Arizona homeschoolers), no one 
needs to verify that a parent is 
homeschooling properly (the filed 
Affidavit of Intent to Home School 
constitutes all the proof that is  
required), and no one needs to      
approve a homeschooling program 
for it to continue. 

When parents are confident in their 
knowledge of state homeschooling 
requirements, they are better able 
to recognize and deal with friends 
and family members who have            
inaccurate information, and to  
properly handle inappropriate           
requests from public employees. All 
parents should understand that 
they are in charge of their               
children’s education. But 
homeschooling parents also                     
recognize that they make the              
educational decisions for their         
children, and only they have the 
right and responsibility to make 
those decisions.     

This article does not constitute     
legal advice. For more information, 
please visit the Pima County School 
Superintendent’s homeschooling 
web pages.  

by Debbie G.                                     
Many homeschoolers aren’t that 
interested in the legal aspects of 
homeschooling. Their primary        
concern is their children, and as 
long as there are no problems            
related to homeschooling, every-
thing’s fine. But there is one reason 
to be well-informed about the laws 
that govern homeschooling in               
Arizona-–unless you are very             
familiar with the regulations, you 
will not be able recognize when 
someone else is mistaken in their 
interpretation of those require-
ments. 

Misconceptions about what is         
required of homeschoolers is              
rampant, even among homeschoolers 
themselves. These range from 
thinking that testing of 
homeschooled students is required 
(it is not), to thinking that there 
are qualifications that must be met 
by parents in order to homeschool 
their child (there are none), to 
thinking that some sort of approval 
is required to homeschool. These 
misconceptions shape the public           
understanding of homeschooling, 
and affect homeschoolers when 
they interact with others, whether 
family members, health care provid-
ers, school officials, or government 
bureaucracies. Changing misconcep-
tions rests on homeschoolers having 
a firm understanding of state 
homeschooling regulations. 

In Arizona, homeschooling is one of 
the legal educational options           
parent’s may choose. The others are 
public or private school enrollment. 
Homeschoolers are required to         
notify their county school superin-

http://www.schools.co.pima.az.us/home_private_school/default.htm
http://www.schools.co.pima.az.us/home_private_school/default.htm
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by Debbie G.                                                                                                                                                         
Visit the SDH Featured Web Sites, and check out past collections.       

                             

Día de los Muertos - For Teachers and Students From the Arizona Republic                                                              
This Day of the Dead unit includes pages on history, food, crafts, photos, plus e-
postcards.                                      

Day of the Dead from Mexico Connect                                                                                                                         
Extensive site with a variety of links!                                                                                                                                    

  

Kids Voting Arizona                                                                                                             
"Kids Voting Arizona is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, grassroots-driven voter education program. We, as an organiza-
tion are committed to creating lifelong voting habits in children and increase adult voter turnout."                                   

                                                                                                                                

Veterans History Project from the Library of Congress                                                                     
"The Veterans History Project collects and preserves the extraordinary wartime stories of ordinary people. 
Vivid as if they happened yesterday, these heartfelt accounts make us laugh, cry and remember. The stories 
are not a formal history of war, but a treasure trove of individual feeling and personal recollections. Through 
stories, we can form a personal connection with the storyteller and begin to truly know and understand the                    
human experience."                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                   

The First Thanksgiving from Scholastic                                                                                       
Meet Mayflower passengers and crew members, explore the ship, learn about life in 1621 in both Plimoth and a 
Wampanoag village, and play the Thanksgiving Cyberchallenge.                                                                                    

                                                                                                               

The History of Thanksgiving from the History Channel                                                                      
Find out what foods were eaten at the first Thanksgiving, read biographies of Myles Standish and Ellinor Bill-
lington, and discover the facts behind some Mayflower myths.                                                                                          

 

Parents' Choice Foundation                                                                                                     
Comprehensive site that changes its focus each month. Look for reading lists, field trip suggestions, and                    
activity ideas.                                                                                                                                                         

This Months Featured Web Sites 
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http://www.hozho.homestead.com/ThisMonthsFeaturedSites.html
http://www.hozho.homestead.com/FeaturedSitesArchive.html
http://www.azcentral.com/ent/dead/teachers
http://www.mexconnect.com/mex_/feature/daydeadindex.html
http://www.kidsvotingaz.org
http://www.loc.gov/folklife/vets 
http://teacher.scholastic.com/thanksgiving
http://www.historychannel.com/exhibits/thanksgiving/main.html
http://www.parentschoice.org


January                                         
Children’s Book Discussion,           
January 4, 10:30 a.m. at Ft. Lowell 
Park                                                           
AIT P.E. Classes, Tuesday’s        
January 4, 11, 18, 25, 9:15 a.m.,          
Ft. Lowell Park                                                                           
Men’s Coffee Night, January 5, 7:30 
p.m., Borders on Oracle                             
City-wide Homeschool Spelling Bee, 
January 10, 10 a.m. at Main Library 
Meeting Room                                              
Parent’s Book Discussion, January 
20, 7 p.m. at Something Sweet  
Mom’s Coffee Night, January 26, 
7:30 p. m., Something Sweet  

                                                      

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

February                                       
AIT P.E. Classes  Tuesday’s         
February  1, 8, 15, 22, 9:15 a.m.,          
Ft. Lowell Park                                              
Children’s Book Discussion, Febru-
ary 1, 10:30 a.m. at Ft. Lowell                  
Men’s Coffee Night, February 2, 
7:30 p.m., Borders on Oracle                          
Homeschool Science Fair, February 
12, 10 a.m. at Main Library              
Pima County Spelling Bee, February 
10, 1 p.m. at Crowder Hall on the UA 
campus                                           
Parent’s Book Discussion, February 
17, 7 p.m. at Something Sweet  
Mom’s Coffee Night, February 23, 
7:30 p. m., Something Sweet     

                                                                     

December                                              
Men’s Coffee Night, December 1, 
7:30 p.m., Borders on Oracle     
Tree Decorating, December 1,  
10:30 a.m. at Reid Park Zoo                       
Music Recital, December 2, 3 p.m. 
at Washburn Piano                                                            
Mathematical Mystery Tour group,              
Mondays, 11 a.m., Main Library                  
Biology Class, Thursdays, 6 to 9 
p.m., Santa Cruz Recreation Center                                                                                                  
AIT P.E. Classes  Tuesday’s          
December 7, 14, 21 and 28, 9:15 
a.m., Ft. Lowell Park                                 
Children’s Book Discussion,           
December 7, 10:30 a.m. at Ft. Lowell 
Park                                                                      
Parent’s Book Discussion, December 
16, 7 p.m. at Something Sweet                                                    
Mom’s Coffee Night, December 29, 
7:30 p. m., Something Sweet                    

                                 

Inside SDH 

Every month of the year, SDH has 
opportunities for parents to meet, 
talk and get to know each other 
better.  

Mom’s Coffee Night             
Currently Mom's Coffee Night is 
held on the last Wednesday of 
every month at Something Sweet 
located at 5319 E. Speedway.  
That's at the NE corner of     
Speedway and Beverly (the Office 
Depot store is on the intersection's 
NW corner), and Live Theater 
Workshop is in the same plaza. We 
get together at 7:30 p.m. but don’t 
worry if you can't make it at 
7:30, many of us stay until midnight! 
We chat, laugh, and generally have a 

great time.  It is a great way to get 
to know others better and there is 
always a mix of parents with 
younger or older children so you can 
ask lots of questions. Contact Kim B. 
if you’d like more                          
information.       

Men’s Coffee Night                    
Men’s Coffee Night is the first 
Wednesday of each month. This is 
an opportunity for fathers to     
discuss homeschooling issues, as 
well as other topics. Please join us 
at Borders on Oracle, for coffee, 
tea, good company and conversation. 
This casual meeting starts around  
7:30 p.m. Contact Jeff O. or Brian 
M. for more information.                    

Parent’s Book Discussion Group             
A Parent’s Book Discussion is held 
the 3rd Thursday of each month at 
Something Sweet, 5319 E. Speedway 
at 7 p.m.                                         

November 18: Opening Skinners Box 
by Lauren  Slater                                             

December 16: The Curious Incident 
of the Dog in the Night-Time by 
Mark Haddon   

January 20: The Discovery of   
Chocolate by James Runcie 

February 17: The Amazing            
Adventures of Kavalier and Clay by 
Michael Chabon                                                

Questions? Contact Erin S.                              

Monthly Parent Opportunities 
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To Join SDH, return this form and $10 cash ($5 after January 1st) to either a Newcomer Committee member in a      
yellow SDH t-shirt or SDHs’ treasurers Claire B. or Teresa B.                                                                               
Parents' Name(s)______________________________________________________________________       

Address_____________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State Zip_________________ ________Phone Number ___________________________________ 

E-mail Address _______________________________________________________________________  

Child(ren) Name(s) and Birthdate(s) (MM/YY) ________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

   

                                                                                              

                        

    

                 

From the Editors 

         

                                            

                

days, anniversaries), or community. 
If you have a special, or unusual way 
of celebrating, please let us know. 
We will put all submissions in the      
December newsletter.                                          

SDH is a diverse community with  
members from different countries, 
cultures and religions. We would like 
to hear about your family           
traditions. This means any tradition, 
during the year, that is based upon 
faith, family celebrations (i.e. birth-

Send your submissions for the                 
December Inside SDH  by                         
November 25. 

 Erin S. and Eileen D. 

SDH Membership Form 

Sonoran Desert Homeschoolers FAQs 

What are the benefits of joining? 

♦ Every month, Sonoran Desert 
Homeschoolers Newsletter will be 
sent to you either electronically 
or by mail. 

♦ Get the SDH membership roster, 
plus regular updates. 

♦ Participate in SDH-discuss, an   
e-mail list restricted to current 
members of SDH. 

♦ Participate in and help organize 
SDH group activities for your 
children and children of all ages. 

What does it cost? 

♦ $10.00 per year (after January, 
the fee is reduced to $5 for the 
remainder of the year—SDH years 
run August through July) 

How do I join SDH? 

♦ To join, come to the Tuesday park 
meeting—you can submit the above 
form plus the fee to a newcomer 
committee member in a yellow 
SDH t-shirt or to Treasurers 
Claire B. or Teresa B.     

Questions                   

About SDH 

♦ SDH is a home education            
network serving homeschoolers 
throughout Tucson and             
Southern Arizona.  

♦ SDH was founded in January 
1999. 

♦ Over the years,  an average of 
95 families are SDH members, 
with children from infants 
through teenagers. 

♦ SDH meets on Tuesdays at Ft. 
Lowell park, from mid-August 
through mid-May at 10:30 a.m. 
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For more information about the events listed on this calendar, see the newsletter articles. Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
 9:30 a.m. Saguaro Park  West Field 

Trip  11 a.m. Mathematical          
Mystery Tour Group                               
(see October Inside SDH)                          

9:15 a.m. AIT P.E.  10:30 a.m. Book Discus-
sion for Children  10:30 a.m. Park Day  
11:00 a.m. Announcements  11:20 a.m. Barn 
Owl Pellet Activity 

7:30 p.m. Men’s Coffee 
Night, Border’s on 
Oracle             

6 to 9 p.m. Biology Class, 
Santa Rosa Rec. Center          
(see October Inside SDH)          

  

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
 11 a.m. Mathematical Mystery Tour 

Group 
9:15 a.m. AIT P.E.  10:30 a.m. Book Discus-
sion for Children  10:30 a.m. Park Day  
11:00 a.m. Announcements  After announce-
ments: Multicultural planning meeting 
Deadline’s for: Peking Acrobats, Cirque 
Eloize, Scholastic book orders, Life Learning 
Magazine orders 

 

 

 

6 to 9 p.m. Biology Class 
6:30 to 8:30 Chess Club, 
Bookman’s on Grant (see 
October Inside SDH)      

 Teen   
Activity 
Group 
meeting at 
2 p.m. 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
 11 a.m. Mathematical Mystery Tour 

Group 
9:15 a.m. AIT P.E.  10:30 a.m. Book Discus-
sion for Children  10:30 a.m. Park Day  
11:00 a.m. Announcements  After 
announcements: Ornament making  9:15 a.m. 
UApresents By the Hand of the Father  6 
p.m. Homeschool Science Fair Informational 
Meeting, Bookman’s on Grant 

 6 to 9 p.m. Biology Class  
7 p.m. Parent’s Book             
Discussion at Something 
Sweet 

  

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
 11 a.m. Mathematical Mystery Tour 

Group                                              
9:15 a.m. AIT P.E.  10:30 a.m. Park Day  
11:00 a.m. Announcements                            

7:30 p.m. Mom’s Coffee 
Night, Something Sweet                               

   

28 29 30     
 11 a.m. Mathematical Mystery Tour 

Group  7 p.m. Centennial Clebration 
planning meeting, Wilmot Library 

9:15 a.m. AIT P.E.  10:30 a.m. Park Day  
11:00 a.m. Announcements                            

       

© Jim Almstrom 

Info  
Newsletter  

Sonoran Desert Homeschoolers 

Sonoran Desert Homeschoolers is an open, not-for-profit home education network, providing 
social and creative outlets for homeschooling families. We are not devoted to any one 
homeschooling approach, political platform, religious outlook, or philosophical ideal. Our 
homeschooling community supports all families, regardless of their personal lifestyle or 
educational choices in the area of home education. Our motto is "hozho," a Navajo word 
meaning "harmony" or "walking in beauty or friendship." 

http://www.tucsonhomeschoolers.org
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