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The Pima Community College theatre
season—all shows are $5. There are
two options: 1) season tickets at $20 or,
2) for individual shows, just send me
the number of people per show and I'll
make reservations for SDH — then you
would pay $5 per ticket, the day of the
show, at the box office. You DO need
tor



Athletes in Training

Athletes in Training (AIT) will offer
SDH PE. classes at Ft. Lowell park
starting September 6 from 9:15 —
10:15 am. Classes are each Tuesday
from September 2005 to May 2006.
Classes meet on the southeast field
near Glenn.

Each month they transition to
new sports such as kickball, soccer,
flag football, tag games, volleyball
and baseball. The program is for
ages 5 and up and the cost is $16
per month for one child, with dis-
counts for additional children.
Discounts are also given for paying
in annual or quarterly payments.
A complete list of pricing is on the
bulletin board at the park and in the
files area of sdh-discuss.

Here is the schedule through
December:

September

e Wacky Water Games

< Rain Drops Relay (baggies and
buckets)

e Kickball and T-Shirt Dunk Kick-
ball

« Water Balloon Volleyball

October
« Sizzling Soccer
= Soccer Touch Ball

November & December

* How to Have a Healthy Heart
Jump Rope-A-Thon

« Flag Football

For questions, please contact
Eileen D. until September 13. After
September 13th, contact Jaime L.

SDH Talent and Art Show
by Erin S.

It's almost time for the SDH Talent
and Art Show. Please let one of us
know if your child plans to partici-
pate in the Talent Show. We have set
a deadline for entry of September
20th so that we have time to create
a program as well as arrange for any
necessary props.

If your child has an entry
for the art show, it can be given to
Jen H. She will carefully store and
label each item. Children may enter
more than one piece and we will
display as many as we have
space for.

Talent & Art Show!
Date: September 24, 2005
Time: 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm
Location: Wilmot Library,
530 N. Wilmot Rd.
The art show will be open for
viewing at 1:30 pm. The talent
show will begin at 2:00 pm.

Deadline for entries:
Tuesday, September 20th

Contacts:
Kim B.
Jen H.
Erin S.

Need Inspiration?

Visit the SDH web page for great resources

on creating art with your children.
http://www.hozho.homestead.com/ArtShow.html

Art in the Park
by Erin S.

Don’t have time for art projects at
home, or don’t want to clean up the
messes they can make? Plan on
doing Art in the Park! Three Artin
the Park events are planned for park
days before the SDH Talent and Art
Show on September 24th. Each

September 13 Mobiles
September 20 Altered Art

Please bring supplies you
are willing to share. If you don'’t
have any, don't worry—there will
be plenty for those who want to

event will feature a different art participate.
project and everyone is encouraged Questions? Contact Erin S. or
Jennifer H.

to participate. We will start prompt-
ly at 11:30 am. and project help and
supplies will remain available until
12:30 pm.
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Preschool Music Group
by Victoria M.

For six week starting Tuesday, Sep-
tember 20th | will be giving a music
class for preschoolers. Come sing!
Come dance! Make your own
instruments. Learn basic music
notation fundamentals. Find fun
ways to bring music into your
everyday life with your little ones.

We will meet at the Armory
Park Senior Citizen’s Center across
the street from the Children’s
Museum on S. 6th Ave., Tuesdays
from 3:30pm to 4:15-4:30. The
price is $25 for the session which
includes a fee for materials. Call
Victoria M. if you would like to
sign up.

In September, the Grand Canyon
Girls Club will be held on Septem-
ber 24th, rather than the 2nd Satur-
day of the month.

Over the summer, the girls had
a great time meeting monthly. In
June, the girls club had it's own
water fight, in July they hosted a
Pampered Chef Ice Cream Social
and in August the girls learned
sewing skills from a local quilting
instructor. More fun acivities are
planned in the coming months.

The girls club is for any girls
ages 6-12 and meets from 3pm to
5pm, this month on the 24th, at
5317 East 6th Street.

For more info, email or call

Emily.

Game Day
by Sybelle v.

There will be another game day on
Friday, September 23, from 1-4 pm.
It will be at St. Francis at Swan

and River, room 50. Parents and
children (teens too) are invited

to come and play board and card
games. Bring a favorite! Please
advise your children that they are
not allowed to play outside, unless
an adult goes out with them, and
then only if the noise and running
is kept down. This is meant to be a
board game day, not an outdoor
play day. If we are not able to com-
ply by this request from St. Francis,
we may lose the use of the room
(which is free).

Bring a snack and a drink and
be prepared to have lots of fun!
There is no game day scheduled
for October. November’s date is Fri-
day the 18th. For more information,
see me at park or email me.

Latin Class

The Latin Class will be starting the
weekend of September 10th.

Time and place to be announced.
All children 4 and up are welcome.
Parents are also welcome to sit in.
All materials will be provided.
Cost will be $6/student per lesson.
If interested, please contact Sylvia
by phone e-mai.

Preteen Stuff
by Sybelle v.

All kids age 10 through 14 are invit-
ed to come bowling on Wednesday,
September 14 at 10:30 am. We will
be going to Lucky Strike Bowling,
4015 East Speedway. | have many
coupons for $3 each to use towards
everyone’s games. Games are $1.89
each, so it almost pays for two
games per person. Shoe rental is
extra, at $2.50 per person.

After the bowling games are
finished we will be going for lunch
in the area. Parents will not need to
stay for bowling (I'll be there), but |
will need at least one or two to drive
the kids to the restaurant of their
choice. I would imagine that for
lunch you could bring a younger
sibling, since parents and younger
kids could sit at a different table.

No younger kids for bowling, please—
unless you want to organize a group
of them bowling and watch them
(away from the older ones). | know
that on Speedway, not too far from
there, is a Chuy’s, Village Inn,

Pizza Hut, Yokohama Rice Bowl and
China Rose. Don't forget to give
your child enough money for what
we’re doing. | would really appreci-
ate RSVPs, at the latest by the day
before, so | know who to wait for
before we get started.

The kids who came to the swim
party in July had a great time and
have asked to do more things. |
welcome any suggestions, and help
with organizing. | will not be able
to organize anything for October,
so if your child would enjoy doing
something with this age group, set
it up and let everyone know.

For information or suggestions
see me at park or email me.
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SE park day
by Shauna C.

Well, friends and compatriots, East
parkday, while not a screaming
success, is at least starting to arouse
enough interest to keep it going for
a little while. At the moment, there
will be an East Park day through the
end of December, and we'll reevalu-
ate again and see where we're at.
For those of you just joing the group
this year, welcome and let me give
a brief summation to let you know
what's going on. The East Parkday is
a less formal, primarily social park-
day located in SE Tucson. It's been
set up to help those of us in and
around this side of Tucson have a
closer area to socialize.

The Parkday is at 10 am on
Thursdays, at Purple Heart Park off

of Rita Ranch Road. We meet at the
playground with the swingset, right
off of the parking lot, just west of
E. Rees Loop. For those of you who
plan to get directions off the inter-
net, you may also find the park
listed as Rita Ranch Park. If you
have any questions, please contact
Shauna C. Also, if you plan to come
for the first time, please send me an
email. We're small enough yet that
we sometimes don't even look like a
group, so we can give you some
‘Where’s Waldo’ type cllues to find
us, at least!

Take care everyone, and hope
you had a lovely summer!

UApresents: a second group

by Alica M.-J.

If you are new to SDH or missed
the first sign-up here is the infor-
mation for the Student Matinees
for the 2005-2006 season

The 5 Browns
Thursday, October 27 at 10:30 am

Hubbard Street Dance Company
Tuesday, November 22 at 10:30 am

Garth Fagan
Thursday, January 26 at 10:30 am

The Romero Quartet Friday
Friday, February 3 at 10:30 am

Spanish Harlem Orchestra
Tuesday, March 14 10:30 am

Ballet Folklorico
“Quetzalli” de Veracruz
Tuesday, April 18 at 10:30 am

All shows are at Centennial
Hall on the U of A campus. We will
meet there at 9:45 am. Due to pop-
ularity of the shows, please only

one adult per family—if this is a
problem let me know. Seats are $5
each, I will need to know what
shows you want to see and the
number of adults and children for
each show. For payment make a
check out to The University of Ari-
zona, and find me at park or you
can mail it to me Alica McKenna-
Johnson 2632 N Stone #7

Tucson AZ 85705. The deadline
is September 20th. This will be the
last opportunity to sign up with me
this season. You must be or plan to
be an SDH member to sign up with
me. All announcements regarding
the UApresents will be made at
park, online, and in the newsletter.
If you have any questions you can
email or call me or find me at
park—I have long red hair.

Daisy Girl Scout Troop
by Lisa C. B.

Do you have a daughter born
between October 1, 1999 and Octo-
ber 1, 20007 Is she interested in
finding out about Daisy Girl Scouts?
If so, please join my daughter and
me for an informational meeting to
learn about Daisy Girl Scouts and
our brand new troop, Daisy Troop
#9944. A short activity and snack
will be provided for the girls.

Who: Parents and interested girls
When: Tuesday, September 27, 2005
Time: 3:30-4:30pm
Where: St. Francis, room#50,

NW corner of Swan and River

To find out more about Girl
Scouts in general, please check out
these websites:
http://www.girlscouts.org
http://www.sahuarogsc.org

Please RSVP to me by Septem-
ber 15th.

If | do not receive at least two
RSVPs, then the event will be can-
celed.

If you are unable to attend, but
are interested in the troop, please
e-mail me. Parents must have
access to e-mail, as that will be my
only means of communication out-
side of troop meetings.

SDH Music Recital

There is plenty of time to prepare
for our Winter Recital on Thurs.,
December 1st, 1:00pm at the PRIME
School. Call Victoria M. with ques-
tions or suggestions.
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Homeschool Classes
submitted by Dawn F.

These are in the Parks and Recs
booklet but didn’t know if everyone
got them.

Here are a couple of classes
available:

Homeschool Science:
Weather is Wild Ages 6-9
Instructor: Jacqueline A. Soule, Ph.d
Date: Sept. 9 — Oct. 6

Time: 9am - noon

Cost: $55

A series of hands on experiments
explore humidity, cloud formation,
dew pont and other aspects of weather
around our globe

Homeschool Science:

All About My Body Ages 6-9
Instructor: Jacqueline A. Soule, Ph.d
Dates: Thursdays, Oct. 20 — Nov. 17
Time: 9am -noon

Cost: $55

Clay for Homeschool Students
(Ages 8-13)

Instructor: Jada Ahern BFA

Dates: Thursdays, Sept. 8 — Oct. 6
Time: noon — 2 pm

Fee: $50

There are other courses offered
at NW as well, but these ones are
specific for homeschoolers. For
more information, you can down-
load their catalog of classes at
http://www.tucsonaz.gov/parksand

rec/Class_Catalog/class_catalog.html

Homeschooling in the News

School boards could learn from home-schoolers’ successes
http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/index.php?sty=46965
Editorial; East Valley Tribune (Arizona); August 29, 2005

As Arizona’s public school officials clamor for state regulation of parents
who educate their children at home, the latest ACT college entrance exam
scores again show that home-schoolers are doing just fine without bureaucrats
sticking their noses in.

Putting the family to work
http://www.sfgate.com/cgibin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2005/08/21/BUG93EAN
VM1.DTL
by llana DeBare; San Francisco Chronicle; August 21, 2005

The Sweet Sisters Cafe in Pleasant Hill is unquestionably a family
business. Just ask Robert Quenneville-Clairmont, 16, who assembles
salads. Or Sterling, 14, who waits tables and orders most of the supplies.
Or Riley, 10, who makes French toast for Sunday brunch. Or Reid, 7,
who buses tables. Or Sacha, 3, who greets customers and wipes down any
surfaces she can get her little hands on. Or Siena, 15 months, who...well,
spends a fair amount of time there.

Home Schoolers Are Challenging the Education Monopoly
http://www.canyon-news.com/artman/publish/article_3340.php
by Nathan Tabor; Canyon News (California); August 21, 2005

...But the real threat to the public school monopoly comes from the
rapidly growing Home School movement in America. Why? Because the
numbers prove that average Moms and Dads who take the time to teach
their children themselves are able to get much better results for a fraction
of the cost.

Madison begins recruiting home-schoolers in attempt to
improve communication
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=14975187&BRD=1698&PA
G=461&dept_id=21849&rfi=6
by Justin Maynor; News-Herald (Ohio); August 4, 2005

When Madison Schools Assistant Superintendent Daryl Stumph
saw that the district has the highest percentage of home-schoolers in the
county, he saw an opportunity.

Laptop learning: Schools moving in with students
http://www.dailystar.com/dailystar/dailystar/77303.php
by Shelley Shelton; Arizona Daily Star; May 28, 2005

A new school is coming to a home near you, and it’s bringing a com-
puter to every student who enrolls. Arizona Virtual Academy, the only
Tucson-based cyber school in the state, uses the K12 curriculum that was
formulated by former U.S. Education Secretary William Bennett to re-cre-
ate, as closely as possible, a traditional classroom environment inside the
home. The school sends each family a computer, monitor and printer...

You can find more than 100 other linked articles at SDH’s web site:
http://www.hozho.homestead.com/HomeschoolingNews.html.
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National History Day
by Donna J.

Taking a Stand in History: People,
Ideas, Events is the theme of
National History Day 2005-2006.
Designed to promote the study of
history, NHD is a yearlong educa-
tion program that includes regional,
state, and national competitions.
Students in grades 4-12 may parti-
cipate.

While history is definitely the
subject, competition categories for
students in grades 6-12 are diverse
enough to accommodate a wide
range of interests and talents. A
budding film director may produce
a documentary. Actors may com-
pete in the performance category
and computer geeks may design a
web site. NHD competition cate-
gories include documentaries,
exhibits, historical papers, perform-
ances, and web sites. (Web sites are
only eligible for the Arizona compe-
tition in 2006 and won't be part of
the national finals until 2008.)
Grades 6-8 compete in the Jr. Divi-
sion and grades 9-12 in the Sr. Divi-
sion. A regional competition will be
held in Tucson on March 11.

To include younger children,
Arizona developed a separate poster
category for those in grades four
and five. Students in these grades
compete in the Youth Division on a
regional and state level, but not the
national finals. Participants produce
posters and create a 500-word paper
explaining how they prepared and
researched their entry.

Laurie Devine, an Arizona state
archivist, and Jodey Elsner have
produced a great information book,
the Arizona 2005-06 National Histo-
ry Day Supplement. The supple-
ment explains this year’s themes
and competition categories, gives
tips on selecting a topic, and

For more information, also visit the national history day web site at

http://www.nationalhistoryday.org

includes a comprehensive listing
of Arizona state research resources.
Look for the supplement at
http://www.nhdarizona.org.

Susan E. is the Pima County
NHD coordinator. Susan will be
holding “Young Students Make
History” activities for children in
K-3 who want to join in the history
day fun. The first information
meeting is set for Sept. 27 at Fort
Lowell Park. Look for some fun
activities. Susan plans to bring a
medieval pop-up castle, as well as
resources and books. For more
information, call or email Susan.

Donna and Bob J. are SDH
history day liaisons. We're creating
NHD information packets to
distribute on park days to anyone

Historical Society Tour | :

by Donna J.

Take a walk through Arizona history
during a September 28 tour of the
Arizona Historical Society’s main
Tucson museum. Interactive and
traditional exhibits at the museum
cover our state’s past from the
archaeology of Tucson’s downtown
and the Spanish colonial era to
ranch and town life of the 1870s
and our more recent past. You'll
see an underground copper mine,
Victorian-era period rooms, an
original stagecoach, and a 1923
Studebaker—and much more.

I've arranged a guided, two-
hour tour of the entire museum
on Wednesday, the 28th, from 10am
to noon. The tour is free and open
to all ages. It could be a great idea

interested in participating and we’ll
be organizing field trips and other
history activities this year, including
a September 28 tour of the Arizona
Historical Society museum in
Tucson. You may call or email
them.

NHD Teacher Workshop
Attending a teacher workshop set
for Saturday, September 10 at the
State Capitol is still another way to
learn about National History Day
in Arizona. Registration is $10 and
includes lunch and all materials.
To register, send an e-mail to
Idevine@lib.az.us or telephone
(602) 542-4159.

generator for anyone thinking of
entering the National History Day
competition, but still searching for a
project topic and a spark of inspira-
tion. The museum is located in the
university area at 949 East 2nd
Street.

Please RSVP by contacting
Donna or Bob J. I will also have a
sign-up sheet available on park
days.
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Field trip to Amerind Foundation

by Sybelle v.

Thursday, September 22 there will
be a fieldtrip to the Amerind
(=american indian) Foundation.
The foundation is located in Dra-
goon, near 1-10 exit 318, which is
about 48 miles from the Kolb Rd.
exit. The foundation is located in
the beautiful Texas Canyon (where
all those giant boulders are) and
both the museum and the picnic
grounds are very special. Actvities
will be geared towards K-8th grade
children and it will depend on the
size of our group (30 kids max.)
and the ages of the children. The
whole group starts out in the picnic
ground, with an interactive pro-
gram about native american culture
and a mock archeology set-up.
After that the children will be
divided in younger (appr. 2nd grade
and under) and older. The younger
ones will go into the museum for

a story with a native american
theme, followed by a tour of the
museum to find some of the arti-
cles that were talked about in the
story, and then making a craft
related to the subject. The older
ones will go to the library to learn
more about one aspect of native
american life, for example housing

and food, followed by a tour and
then activities, like grinding corn,
making a timeline, etc.

The total amount of time for
the program is two hours, from
10:00 am — 12:00 noon. Afterwards
we can have lunch in the picnic
ground (and the kids will probably
climb the boulders!). The program
is FREE. However, | do need to
have an idea of how many children
are coming and what their ages are,
so Amerind can plan how many
volunteers and staff are needed.
They have asked me to let them
know on the 10th of September.

If you think you'll go, let me know
before then at the park, or call or
email me.

If you did not think you were
coming and want to join after all,
it is alright to do so, as long as we
don’t have 30 children yet (parents
welcome). If you are bringing little
ones, I'd like to ask that you keep
them close to you during the pro-
gram, so as not to disturb what’s
going on. The program starts at
10:00 am. Please make sure you are
there at 9:45 am, so we can start on
time.

Make a date with history!

September 10
September 22
September 27
September 28
Nov. 11 & 12

National History Day teacher workshop
Amerind Foundation Field Trip

National History Day information meeting
Historical Society Tour

American Heritage Festival

in Queen Creek, AZ

March 11, 2006
Tucson

National History Day regional competition,

A\l 4
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Let the geography
games begin!
by Donna J.

Does your child love quiz shows or
board games? Want to have fun and
sharpen your geography skills too?
Then come play geography games
and share resource information on
October 6 from 1 to 3:30 pm at the
Tucson-Pima Joel Valdez Main
Library.

We'll have fun playing board
and card games and there will be
snacks and prize drawings.

For parents, it's an opportunity
to check out some geography games
you may be thinking of purchasing
—or share with others the resources
that have already been working for
you. I'll bring the following games:
On Assignment with National Geo-
graphic, Borderline (USA and
Europe/Middle East editions),
Across the Americas: North South &
Central America Card Game, the
National Geographic GeoBee Chal-
lenge Game and Professor Noggin’s
Countries of the World Card Game,
plus other activities. Please bring
any geography games you may
have. Most of the games | have
are geared to ages 8 and up. But
younger siblings are also invited to
attend. Please let me know if you'll
be bringing a younger child, so |
can plan some activities for them.

In addition, I'll bring informa-
tion on the National Geography Bee,
including resource books and regis-

continued on page 8
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Geography games

continued from previous page

tration information for anyone
interested in participating in that
competition. The bee includes local,
state and national competitions for
students in grades 4-8, who aren’t
over the age of 15 by the time of the
national level. It's sponsored by the
National Geographic Society and
designed to encourage the teaching
and study of geography.

The October 6 event will be
held in the library’s lower level
meeting room. For directions, go to
http://www.lib.ci.tucson.az.us/main
/directions.htm. To RSVP, or for
more information about the event
or the National Geography Bee, call
or email Donna J.

Locks of Love
by Bibiana v.

I cut my hair short and donated it
to Locks of Love. | feel happy and
I like it too. Locks of Love gives
your hair to children who don’t
have any hair. They make special
wigs for them. My mom did it too.

If you ever think about cutting
your hair give it to Locks of Love.
Your mom can cut your hair or you
can go to a salon that will cut it for
free.

To find out more about it,
you can go to the internet at
http://www.locksoflove.org

Kid’s Cooking Science Kit
by Melissa W.

Things you will need to make your Kit:

= Two to three small plastic containers with openings large enough
to fit a measuring cup through. (I used containers that hold up to
four cups flour.)

» Two 1/2 pint plastic bottles for liquids

» One to two small plastic spice jars with lid, no shaker

« A tupper bin to store your filled containers in

e Timer

e Oven mitts

» Measuring cups and spoons

= Up to twelve 4 oz. containers for extra things you want might to
add to your kit, like raisins and chocolate chips.

e Small mixing bowl

» Mixing spoons

= Small baking pans (like the ones that you use in the easy bake
oven)

Note: when | bake small amounts | sometimes cook them in a
toaster oven.

Note from Melissa’s mom: This is the cooking kit that | helped Melissa
make and now when she wants to make something she gets out her kit
and cooks things like little cakes, cookies or biscuits, whenever she feels
like it. She loves it! It has been a wonderful learning tool and she even
has her own recipe box she is slowly filling with experimental recipes
that have turned out well.

I cup milk (You
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American Heritage Festival

submitted by G. Washington

Our dear homeschooling friends,

We wanted to make certain that
the entire Arizona homeschool
community is aware that the Ameri-
can Heritage Festival will be coming
once again to Schnepf Farms of
Queen Creek on November 11th &
12th.

This event is the largest living-
history educational gathering in
the Southwestern United States and
features a large cast of men, women
and children as actors/reenactors
portraying diverse roles and aspects
of American history ranging from
the Colonial era through World
War I1. It is creative, interactive,
inspirational, patriotic and family-
friendly.

The American Heritage Festival
is organized by homeschoolers and
is designed primarily for the family-
integrated educational approach
favored by homeschoolers!

Craftsmen, battle reenact-
ments (Revolutionary War, Civil
War, WWII), encampments, moun-
tain men, soldiers, pioneers,
colonists, historic merchants, actors
portraying famous persons from
history and more are part of this
unique annual event which attracts
homeschool families from all over
Arizona and beyond.

The two days of the event are
similar but with a couple of key
differences.

On Friday, November 11th there
will be a special salute honoring
veterans.

On Saturday, November 12th
the “Great Awakening” church
service in the fields will take place.
(This has become a real
annual favorite!)

By popular request we are
extending the offer for $6 passes
to the American Heritage Festival
through the end of August. (Why
wait and pay $10 when you can get
them for $6 now?)

Please send your check with a
self-addressed, stamped envelope to

We Make History

P.O. Box 12874

Scottsdale, Arizona 85267.

(Or pay from the web page via
PayPal.)

Don’t miss this wonderful edu-
cational opportunity for all ages.
Come join us and see several cen-
turies of American History come to
life in a creative, interactive and
family-friendly setting that honors
those who went before us!

General info:
http://www.americanheritagefesti
val.com

Ticket info:
http://www.american heritagefesti
val.com/2005AHF/2005AHFPublic
Info.htm

November is coming up quickly!
Don’t miss this incredible educa-
tional event which only comes once
ayear.

—“Genl. George Washington”

Camp for home-

schooling families
submitted by Sybelle v.

This is from the flier for the camp:

Join families who homeschool
for a fun week at camp, October
3-6! De Benneville Pines is located
near Jenks Lake in the beautiful
San Bernardino National Forest.
Accommodations are rustic but
comfortable, with heated cabins,
toilets and hot running water.

For a slight additional charge,
cabins with kitchens and living
room areas are available. The food
is delicious, with vegetarian and
vegan entrées, if requested in
advance. The camp schedule is
relaxed, allowing lots of time for
the Kids to play and parents to talk.

Hiking, archery, crafts, tie
dying, nature, games, talent show—
and your favorite event. Adult
and teen volunteers organize the
activities. De Benneville Pines, a
non-profit organization, offers the
facilities for a nominal cost, enough
to cover the food, kitchen staff,
electricity and gas. There’s always
plenty to do, always something
new on the schedule and plenty
of new friends to meet! We hope
you'll join us.

Registration:
http://www.debenneville.org/docu
ments/FlierHomeshool05.doc

or call Caroline Quintilla at
(909)794-2928.

Cost:
$75 per person, ages 3+. Children
under 2 are free. Maximum $300
per family. Includes all activities,
lodging and meals.
Accommodations are cabins,
3-9 family rooms with bunkbeds
per cabin and shared bathrooms.
(Upgrades are available also.)
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You say tomato...
by Debbie G.

Each time attention is focused on
the diversity of SDH and the differ-
ences among its members, an
opportunity develops for SDH to
divide into factions.

Our homeschooling community
is incredibly broad. It includes peo-
ple who homeschool for academic,
religious, social, and special needs
reasons. It includes people from all
religions, and no religion at all. It
includes people from every political
persuasion.

And the only way a group like
this can successfully function is by
concentrating on what unites its
members—families homeschooling
their children.

Even within homeschooling,
SDH group encompasses varied
approaches and styles. Some fami-
lies unschool, others follow tradi-
tional courses of study. Some weave
various methods together, and a few
families use virtual charter schools.

Mighty Mud Mania
by Sybelle v.

The only way a group like this can successfully function

is by concentrating on what unites its members—families

homeschooling their children.

SDH has been a place for all
homeschooling families to feel
welcomed because the group has
followed a course of being open to
all homeschooling styles and
approaches. If SDH began focusing
on a particular type of homeschool-
ing, if it began identifying members
by how they educated their children
and opened a debate about the
merits of the different choices, in
no time at all tempers would flare,
feelings would be hurt, and some
members would resign.

SDH works because it over-
looks difference—those differences
are simply not relevant to SDH’s
functioning as a community. Those
differences provide rich and inter-

For years | had seen
this event in Scottsdale
mentioned, but we
never made it up there.
Well, this year we made
it and did we have fun!
We arrived early at the
park, where the fire
department had created
enormous mud holes in
the grass. The kids got to do an
obstacle court, with every obstacle
getting them deep into the mud.
They were covered from head to
toe! There were fire hoses in
several places where they could
get hosed off, either to get clean,

or to get cool. There were
some other games and give-
aways and food. Then we
went to the giant slip-and-
slides. These were enormous
pieces of plastic, covering
the side of a hill, where soap
and water was poured on,
so the kids could go down at
great speed! When they had
had enough of all of this (and the
parents were very hot) we all went
over to the (free) public pool at the
same park and swam to cool off. It
was a very fun event and definitely
worth the drive up to Scottsdale!

esting experiences to draw from,
but the differences are not what
attracted members to SDH. Instead,
it is our common experience of
homeschooling that has brought us
together.

Achievement Day
by Heather H.

At this time, | am working on a new
arrangement for the Achievement
day in December. | am looking for
place for it to be other than the park
after announcements. | will let
everyone know next month (Octo-
ber) when and were it will be held.
At this time | would like to start
receiving information on what the
children have done, so | can look up
a certificate to print for the occa-
sion. | will need all the children’s
names and achievements emailed
to me by November 28th. That way
I will have time to print out awards.
The achievements can be anything
from winning a spelling bee to
advancing in a martial arts belt,
learning to swim over the summer
to learning hip-hop dance. You get
the picture.

I will be setting up another
Achievement day in the late spring/
early summer for people who have
done something between the end of
November to right before the next
Achievement day.

Please contact me via email.

Thank you.
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Flashlight Safari
by Amy G.

The Reid Park Zoo has an overnight
sleepover program called Flashlight
Safari for ages 5 and up (not appro-
priate for children under 5 years
old). It's $30 per person with a mini-
mum group size of 20 and a maxi-
mum of 30, including chaperones.
In the program, families arrive at
7:00 pm and set up camp in the zoo.
Programming includes evening
tours through the zoo, peeks behind
the scenes, entertainment, snacks
and a variety of activities.

The morning includes a full
behind-the-scenes tour and break-
fast before it ends at 8:00 am. All
tents, supplies and materials are
provided. All you need to bring is a
pillow, blanket and toothbrush. We
are trying to organize an overnight
in October — maybe the 15th, 16th
or 17th. The program is only avail-
able September, October and then
not until April. It is $30 per person
and we have 17so far. We need three
more (two children and one adult or
two adults and one child)!

Phone or email Amy G.

This Month’s Featured Web Sites
by Debbie G.

Birthday Moons
From NASA/Montana State University - Bozeman CERES Project
http://btc.montana.edu/ceres/html/Birthday/birthdayl.htm#3
See what the moon looks like for any particular date, and discover
facts and
stories about the moon.

Why do we celebrate Labor Day?
From HowStuffWorks.com
http://people.howstuffworks.com/question459.htm
How Stuff Works presents a brief history of Labor Day in the Unit-
ed States, along with some links to sites with more information.

Barnes and Noble University

http://university.barnesandnoble.com/index.asp?nhid=bn&userid=

of 7gEu4Asn
Lots of free online courses ranging from grammar to history Ital-

ian to a class about homeschooling.

Fall Equinox Celebrations

From ReligiousTolerance.org
http://www.religioustolerance.org/fall_equinox.htm
History, celebrations, traditions from around the world.

Kartchner Caverns Virtual Tour
From the Friends of Kartchner Caverns
http://www.friendsofkartchner.org/cave.html

Take a virtual tour of Arizona’s Kartchner Caverns State Park.

Archaeoastronomy

From ThinkQuest.org

http://library.thinkquest.org/C0118421/main.html
“We are a bunch of high school students aiming to find out more
about subjects we don't learn about in school. This project was
actually created as an entry for Thinkquest Internet Challenge
2001, and we hope you enjoy surfing through the site. This is not
standard textbook material; and there are few unbiased
websites on the subject matter. The end result aims to present to
the viewers an accurate collative study of archaeoastronomy not
clouded by mass speculation.”

Also visit the SDH Featured Web Site page at
http://www.hozho.homestead.com/ThisMonthsFeaturedSites.html

and check out past collections at
http://www.hozho.homestead.com/FeaturedSitesArchive.html
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SDH Monthly Parent opportunities

Every month of the year, SDH has
opportunities for parents to meet,
talk and get to know each other
better.

Mom'’s Coffee Night

Currently Mom’s Coffee Night is
held on the last Wednesday of every
month at Something Sweet located
at 5319 E. Speedway. That's at the
NE corner of Speedway and Beverly
(the Office Depot store is on the
intersection’s NW corner and Live
Theater Workshop is in the same
plaza). We get together at 7:30 pm
but don't worry if you can't make at
7:30—many of us stay until mid-
night! We chat, laugh, and generally
have a great time. It is a great way
to get to know others better and
there is always a mix of parents of
younger or older children so you
can ask lots of questions. Contact
Kim B. if you'd like more informa-
tion.

Men’s Coffee Night

Men’s Coffee Night is the first
Wednesday of each month. This
is an opportunity for fathers to
discuss homeschooling issues, as
well as other topics. Please join us
at Borders on Oracle, for coffee, tea,
good company and conversation.
This casual meeting starts around
7:30 pm. contact Jeff O. for more
information.

SDH Treasury Report
by Claire B.

July 25th balance
Balance August 22th

$582.34

= $582.34

Parents’ Book Discussion
Group

A Parent’s Book Discussion is held
the 3rd Thursday of each month at
Something Sweet, 5319 E. Speedway
at 7:00 pm. Questions? Contact

Erin S.

e September 15: Blink: The Power
of Thinking Without Thinking
by Malcolm Gladwell

e October 20: Pride and Prejudice
by Jane Austen

* November 17: Wicked
by Gregory Maguire

e December 15: The Glass Castle
by Jeannette Walls

e January 19: The Turn of the
Screw by Henry James and
Dr. Jekyl and Mr. Hyde
by Robert Louis Stevenson

e February 16: Education of a
Wandering Man
by Louis LAmour

» March 16: Secret Life of Bees
by Sue Monk Kidd

Note: Each of the above books

is in high demand at the library.
If you plan to get a selection from
the library you may want to put
an early hold on it.

Got News?
by Jackie S.

Or an idea for a field trip or other
potential activity? There are three
ways to get your message out there
to SDH at large:
1. Pipe up and be heard at
11:00 am announcements on
Tuesday park days
2. Submit an article to the SDH
newsletter at:
sdhnewsletter@yahoo.com
(deadlines are the 25th of each
month)
3. Post it on the online SDH
discussion group:
SDH-discuss@yahoogroups.com

Be aware that not every SDH
member is on the discuss list, at
park day on any given day, or a reg-
ular reader of the newsletter.

Once you receive input from
interested parties, consider con-
ducting any following business via
personal emails or phone calls.

Also, practice online etiquette
(as a nice refresher, read the SDH-
Discuss-Reminder message that is
posted once a month) and be mind-
ful that not all subjects lend them-
selves well to online “discussion.”

Do you like meeting new people?

by Eileen D.

...and talking about Sonoran Desert Homeschoolers, and answering
questions about homeschooling? If you do, consider being a part
of SDH’s Newcomer Liaison Committee. Each month, committee
members take turns being available at SDH Park meetings to greet
new people, hand out Newcomer Packets and answer questions
about SDH and homeschooling. The committee also hosts a Parent
Newcomer Welcome meeting in October. If you are interested,
contact Heather M., Christine G., Debbie G., Sybelle v. or Eileen D.
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Upcoming Events at a Glance

September
See calendar listing previous page.

SDH meets every Tuesday at

10:30 am at the playground area

at Fort Lowell Park, northeast corner
of Craycroft and Glenn

October

Flashlight Safari
date: TBD
7:00 pm at Reid Park Zoo

Preschool Music Group
Tuesday, October 4th
3:30 pm at Armory Park, S. 6th Ave.

Men’s Coffee Night
Wednesday, October 5th
7:30 pm at Borders on Oracle

SE Park Day
Thursday, October 6th
10:00 am at Purple Heart Park

PCC Student Matinee

James & the Giant Peach

Thursday, October 6th

10:00 am, Pima Community College
West Campus, Anklam Road

Geography Games
Thursday, October 6th
1-3:30 pm at Main Library

PCC Student Matinee

James & the Giant Peach

Friday, October 7th

10:00 am, Pima Community College
West Campus, Anklam Road

Biography Dressup
Sunday, October 9th
time and location: TBD

Preschool Music Group
Tuesday, October 11th
3:30 pm at Armory Park, S. 6th Ave.

SE Park Day
Thursday, October 13th
10:00 am at Purple Heart Park

Preschool Music Group
Tuesday, October 18th
3:30 pm at Armory Park, S. 6th Ave.

SDH Newcomer Welcome
Meeting

Tuesday, October 18th
6:30-7:45pm at Wilmot Library

SE Park Day
Thursday, October 20th
10:00 am at Purple Heart Park

Parents’ Book Discussion Group
Thursday, October 20th
7:30 pm at Something Sweet

Fall Clothing Exchange
Tuesday, October 25th

after 11:00 am announcements
at Fort Lowell Park

Preschool Music Group
Tuesday, October 25th
3:30 pm at Armory Park, S. 6th Ave.

Moms’ Coffee Night
Wednesday, October 26th
7:30 pm at Something Sweet

SE Park Day
Thursday, October 27th
10:00 am at Purple Heart Park

UA Presents Student Matinee
The 5 Browns

Thursday, October 27th

10:30 am at Centennial Hall

November

Halloween Party

Tuesday, November 1st

after 11:00 am announcements
at Fort Lowell Park

Contact: Tara Oster

Men’s Coffee Night
Wednesday, November 2nd
7:30 pm at Borders on Oracle

SE Park Day
Thursday, November 3rd
10:00 am at Purple Heart Park

Arizona Theatre Company
Student Matinee

Bad Dates

Thursday, November 3rd

10:30 am at Temple of Music and Art

SE Park Day
Thursday, November 10th
10:00 am at Purple Heart Park

American Heritage Festival
November 11th and 12th
Schnepf Farms, Queen Creek, AZ

SE Park Day
Thursday, November 17th
10:00 am at Purple Heart Park

Parents’ Book Discussion Group
Thursday, November 17th
7:30 pm at Something Sweet

PCC Student Matinee

Twelfth Night

Friday, November 18th

10:00 am, Pima Community College
West Campus, Anklam Road

Game Day
Friday, November 18th
1-4:00 pm at St. Francis, rm #50

UA Presents Student Matinee
Hubbard Street Dance Company
Tuesday, November 22 at 10:30 am

Moms’ Coffee Night
Wednesday, November 30th
7:30 pm at Something Sweet

December

SE Park Days

Thursdays, December 1, 8, 15, 22
(the 29th is tentative at this point)
10:00 am at Purple Heart Park

Student Matinee

Hank Williams: Lost Highway
Thursday, December 1st

10:30 am at Temple of Music and Art

Fall Music Recital
Thursday, December 1st
1:00 pm at PRIME Music

Achievement Day
Tuesday, December 6th
time and place: TBD

Men’s Coffee Night
Wednesday, December 7th
7:30 pm at Borders on Oracle

Parents’ Book Discussion Group
Thursday, December 15th
7:30 pm at Something Sweet

Moms’ Coffee Night
Wednesday, December 28th
7:30 pm at Something Sweet
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Sonoran Desert Homeschoolers FAQs

About SDH

SDH is a home education network

serving homeschoolers throughout

Tucson and Southern Arizona.

e SDH was founded in January
1999.

e Over the years, an average of
95 families are SDH members,
with children from infants
through teenagers.

e SDH meets on Tuesdays at Fort
Lowell Park, from mid-August
through mid-May at 10:30 am.
Group announcements begin
at 11:00 am.

What are the benefits

of joining?

Every month, the Sonoran Desert
Homeschoolers newsletter, Inside

SDH, will be sent to you either elec-

tronically or by mail.

e Get the SDH membership roster,
plus regular updates.

e Participate in SDH-discuss, an
e-mail list restricted to current
members of SDH.

e Participate in and help organize

SDH group activities for your chil-

dren and children of all ages.

What does it cost?

$10 per year (after January, the fee
is reduced to $5 for the remainder
of the year—SDH years run August
through July)

How do | join SDH?

To join, come to the Tuesday park
meeting—Yyou can submit the form
below plus the fee to a newcomer
committee member in a yellow

SDH t-shirt or to Treasurer Claire B.

More questions?
Send to: sdhtucson@yahoo.com

To join SDH, submit this form and $10 cash ($5 after January 1st) to either a Newcomer Committee
member in a yellow SDH t-shirt or the SDH treasurer, Claire B.

Parents’ Name(s)

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone Number

e-mail address

I:l If you provide an e-mail address, your newsletter, Inside SDH, will be delivered via e-mail.
Please check the box if you wish to have your e-mail listed for contact purposes but wish to receive
a printed, snail-mailed newsletter.

Child(ren)’s Name(s) and Birthdate(s) (mm/yy)
If provided, this information will be included on the SDH roster. The roster is available only to SDH

Every attempt is made to record payment and personal information correctly. If you provided an e-mail
address, you will receive an invitation to join the online discussion list and newsletter group. If you did
not provide an e-mail address, you will receive the next published newsletter by mail. If you have any

questions regarding your membership, please see the treasurer.

Fall Membership deadline is October 11, 2005. Memberships will be accepted after this date but will not
be included in the fall roster. Current memberships not renewed by this deadline will be removed from

the roster and all SDH e-mail lists.
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Sonoran Desert Homeschoolers
http://tucsonhomeschoolers.org

Info: sdhtucson@yahoo.com

Newsletter: sdhnewsletter@yahoo.com

s;bgg@

s

Sonoran Desert Homeschoolers is an open, not-for-profit home education network,

% providing social and creative outlets for homeschooling families. We are not devoted to any
~A one homeschooling approach, political platform, religious outlook, or philosophical ideal.
g Our homeschooling community supports all families, regardless of their personal lifestyle
iﬁ,\ .,;l' or educational choices in the area of home education. Our motto is “hozho,” a Navajo word
":umﬁ" meaning “harmony” or “walking in beauty or friendship.”

© Jim Almstrom



